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BACKGROUND:  SINGLE JOINT RESEARCH ETHICS BOARD (SJREB), 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, PHILIPPINES

1% 4%

DOH Administrative Order No. 2019-0049,
“Guidelines for the Operationalization of the
Single Joint Ethics Review Process for Multi-
Site Researches in the Department of Health”

Pertinent provision:
● Covers all DOH units including regional

offices, hospitals, and attached agencies
with research ethics committees

● Public and private hospital RECs who choose
to participate in the review process.
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BACKGROUND: PH-DOH
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During the COVID-19 outbreak, 

• SJREB has been designated as the central 
research ethics committee to review COVID 
vaccine protocols.

• SJREB also reviews social science 
research, especially studies implementing 
and recruiting at community levels. 
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WHAT IS SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH??
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Topics in Social Science Research:
1. Socio-behavioural research 
2. Public Health 
3. Health Policy and System Research 

Methodology (Social Science Methods)
1. Quantitative (Survey, polls, questionnaires)
2. Qualitative (FGDs, Key-informant interview)
3. Mixed-method (Quantitative and Qualitative)
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH IN SJREB
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Number of Social Science protocols received and 
reviewed by SJREB from 2020 to 2023:

a. 2020 - 43 social science research of 102 protocols

b. 2021 - 94 social science research out of 124 protocols. 

c. 2022- 83 social science research out of 128 protocols

d. 2023 - 75 social science research out of 116 protocols

TOTAL = 295/470 SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH PROTOCOLS 
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CLASSIFICATION OF REVIEW FOR SOCIAL 
SCIENCE RESEARCH (2020-2023) 
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TYPES OF DECISION FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH 
DURING INITIAL REVIEW (2020-2023)
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SJREB STANDARD FORMS
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SJREB uses two separate forms in reviewing both 
protocols (SJREB FORM 5) and informed consent 
forms (SJREB FORM 6)

Both review forms were given to assigned SJREB 
Primary Reviewers and Site Primary Reviewers. 

SJREB FORM 6 SJREB FORM 5

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eZRctQYla8swPfIxl71ezUHvDTKHGCnL/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107658292318093640517&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rBfKbVTDDVHwa-fygzWs3j8iqrpuZMlM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107658292318093640517&rtpof=true&sd=true
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SJREB PROTOCOL 
ASSESSMENT FORM
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1. Objective and Outcomes 

2. Literature review 

3. Research design and methodology 

4. Inclusion criteria 

5. Exclusion criteria 

6. Vulnerability

7. Risks and Risk Mitigation

8. Withdrawal criteria 
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SJREB PROTOCOL 
ASSESSMENT FORM
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1. Researcher's qualification

2. Conflict of Interest 

3. Data Sharing and Local Capacity Building
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SJREB ICF ASSESSMENT FORMS
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1. Basic Information

2. Procedures for Obtaining Consent 

3. Recruitment Procedures 

4. Study Risks
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SJREB ICF ASSESSMENT FORMS
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1. Language 

2. Types of Consent 

3. Contact Details

4. Privacy and Confidentiality 

5. Support 

6. Study-related Injuries 

7. Reimbursement 



Department of Health
/doh.gov.ph

Republic of the Philippines
14

IMPORTANCE OF STANDARD FORMS IN REVIEWING 
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH 

Using our standard form, SJREB ensures that all critical aspects of social science protocols 
are systematically and consistently evaluated. 

❑Scientific Soundness

❑Risk and Benefits (individual and community)

❑Privacy and Confidentiality

❑Protection of Vulnerable Participants

❑Conflict of Interest
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, SJREB standard review forms are vital for ensuring that social 
science research is conducted ethically and rigorously. It provides a 
structured approach to evaluate scientific soundness, assess risks and 
benefits, safeguard privacy, protect vulnerable participants, and manage 
conflicts of interest, fostering consistency and accountability in both the 
implementation of the research at the community level and the ethics review 
process of the SJREB.
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Maraming Salamat po!
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