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Pandemic Ethics Project Nepal
•Two sites

•NHRC- Central regulatory body- focus on WP1

• IOM, under Tribhuvan University- focus on WP2

•Objectives
• WP1- conduct a scoping review of the related documents and 

publication

• WP2 -conduct qualitative  research – IDIs and FGDs to get an in-
depth understanding of relevant stakeholders' perspectives 



FGDs
• 10 groups

• Each with 8-12 participants

•COVID-19 patients- 4

• Trial vaccine recipients-3

• Emergency used authorized vaccine/drugs recipients-4

•Gender stratified
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FGDs…
•Time: 120 min 

•2 research associates involved
•One interviewer and one note keeper 

•Conducted only after taking prior approval

•Conducted at the place of convenience to the 
participants

•Open ended questions
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FDG…
•Audio recording

•Transcribed within 24 hours
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IDIs
•35

•Trial sponsors -5

•Research ethics committee members -10

•Researchers 10

•Regulators 5

•Humanitarian organization representatives 5
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IDIs…

•At their convenient time and place

•60-90 min

•Semi-structured

•At the end, asked to respond to the questionnaire

•Audio recorded
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Current Status

•Completed all FDGs and IDIs

•Preliminary analysis
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Common Responses by Nearly all Participants
•Positive impression 

•Detailed  explanation of PTA and benefits  
sharing help raise their  awareness

•Such studies being done in LMICs like Nepal  a 
welcome move
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Response  from the Majority

• Lack of widespread dissemination of info regarding COVID 19 
(Even though, information regarding Covid-19 was disseminated 
everyday at 4pm)

• PTA Arrangement should be mentioned in policy level to make 
some amendment in existing policy

• When emergency use drug authorization is done, there is need 
to explain in detail about the phase-3 trial  to the participants
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Representative Responses
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Representative Responses…
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Representative Responses…
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Challenges
• Identifying the appropriate participants for both IDIs and 

FDGs

•Reluctance of some participants for the IDS and FGDs

•Unavailability of International Funders for IDIs

•Some participants trying to dominate during FGD
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Conclusion
•Overall a positive impression from the team

•Great learning experience

•Glad to be a part of a larger team working on a needy 
area
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