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“The history of scientific progress in the Philippines begins with our 

occupation of the islands.” - W.E. Musgrave (Manila Times, 1911:28)
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Archaeology: American Colonial Period (1898-1946)

From Koeze, (1904). Crania Ethnica Philippinica: Ein Beitrag zur Anthropologie der Philippinen

Chamberlain (1911)



Postcolonial Archaeology

From Cañete and Trevathan (2000)

Illustration of cranial trauma on the female 
adult burial #3 in the "mass grave" dated to 
the Osmena Phase (A.D. 1400-1600) at 
Tanjay.  After Junker (1993)

Illustration of a 16th century male warrior from 
Tanjay with evidence of violent death in a war or 
raid (iron embedded in ribs). After Junker 1999.

From  Junker (1999)



Postcolonial Archaeology

After Lara et al (2015)

After Lara et al (2015)



First mention of  informed consent in the Philippines
Journal of Science (1910) 5B (1)
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First documented clinical study 
with an Ethical Protocol in the 

Philippines
Journal of Science (1926)
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"With the territorial expansion of the United States 
begun in 1898, and with the subsequent 

acquisition by our government of a number of 
tropical and subtropical possessions, new 

demands arose for an accurate knowledge of the 
diseases prevailing in many of these countries and 

for their prevention…”"my patriotism is chasing 
antitoxins, doing my job”

Richard Pearson 
Strong (1872-1948)
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"A great calamity has overtaken Strong.... [B]y some 
mischance in the laboratory, through no fault of his own, 
but through some error which he might have prevented 
or discovered, some virulent plague microbes got into a 

mixture of cholera vaccine, and the result was that he 
inoculated twenty-four men in Bilibid with this stuff. Ten 

have died, and the doctor is as much broken over it as 
I've ever seen a man. He feels his career ruined, which of 
course it isn't. It seems a hard fate to overtake the most 

careful, cautious, thorough, and complete of our medical 
men." In a footnote Forbes added, "This, of course, was a 

terrible calamity. Strong absolutely broke down…” -
Gov.-Gen. W. Cameron Forbes (1909-1913)● On 16 November 1906, Richard P. Strong, 

Director of the Bureau of Laboratories and Head 
of the Phil. Biological Laboratory in Manila, 
inoculated 24 prisoners at the Bilibid Prison 
against cholera infection with a serum 
prepared according to the Haffkine method, 
which was employed widely in British India at 
that time.

● The vaccine proved to have been “mysteriously” 
contaminated with plague organisms, all the 
recipients sickened, ad 13 died.

> All of the men were Filipinos with sentences ranging 
from “life imprisonment” to “a few days of arrest”

> Most of the subjects did not refuse the procedure; 
those who hesitated were urged on by prison guards. 
The process was by this point routine - by his own 
count, Strong had inoculated more than 1,662 prisoners 
with his anticholera vaccine in 1905 alone
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A resolution issued on December 12, 1906 by Senator 
Jacob H. Gallinger of New Hampshire (a physician 

himself)

Smith called in the press and given them statement of 
the facts, and that he would introduce a bill to “relieve 
families [of] deceased prisoners”

> vaccination had been done under the Executive 
order of 1 March 1904 that effectively made injection 
compulsory, but that no prisoner had objected or was 
vaccinated against his will.



21

Washington Post
November 27, 1906
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● Doctors were forgetting the humanity of their patients, placing 
science above morality in the hope that the experimenter might feel 
the swelling of pride as he realized the he had added another mite 
of knowledge to scientific research.

● The antivivisectionist movement condemned nontherapeutic 
experimentation on on human subjects - research "for no object 
connected with their [the patients'] individual benefit" - unless full 
and proper consent could be obtained”

● In the practice of medicine, there must always be a 'first time' when 
a new method of medical treatment is tested, a new operation 
performed, a new remedy employed.
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First study with a clear process for Informed Consent
The Philippine Journal of Science: The Philippine Journal of Tropical Medicine (1912) VII(4)
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"Inoculation was performed in a man with a warty product of two types of 
wart [...] 16 days later, on the site of scarification, two small groups of 

cherry-colored papules appeared. These small tumors gradually grew and 
were cut at 35 days, two of them to be studied [...]"

“This inoculation was practiced on an insane and Dr. David Matto, 
director of Manicomio del Cercado and vice-president of the Fifth Latin 
American Medical Congress, was aware of it" (Strong et. al. 1913:10)

● The Harvard Commission changed the report and stated that 
the patient who was inoculated was a Chilean volunteer

● Ironically, in the same Fifth Latin American Medical 
Congress, where Harvard confirmed the dualist theory based 
on human experimentation in a psychiatric patient, the first 
motion of the members of Congress was to improve the 
health of psychiatric patients

● the American Society of Tropical Medicine created a medal of 
honor with his name and today, it is the symbol of American 
tropical medicine
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Strong was sent in 1915 to Serbia to research on 
the elimination of typhus during World War I, 
then proceeded to join the Inter-Allied Sanitary 

Commission during WW1 in Britain
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Harvard Expeditions
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Pioneer of One Health and Disease 
Ecology
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● The committee’s singular 
thoughts about the uses of 
prisoners in research, while 
buried in the archives since 
1907, came to be reflected in 
the Nuremberg Code of 
1949 when the case was 
cited by the Nazi physicians 
under trial before the 
tribunal stating that US 
physicians were carrying 
out similar experiments in 
the US and their colonies.

● The US scientific 
community excused these 
colleagues and continued to 
insist that the actions of 
Nazi doctors were instances 
of unmitigated 
wrongdoing.
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Having been exonerated for crimes related
to his early years in the Philippines,
Richard Pearson Strong died in 1948, and
was memorialized in the pages of the
Journals of Parasitology.
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First research in the 
Philippines with Consent 

Forms signed by the 
parents of the children 

participants

“Studies on Infant 
Mortality” 

McLaughlin & Andrews, The 
Philippine Journal of Science: 

The Philippine Journal of 
Tropical Medicine, V(2B)

(August, 1910)



General Ethical Principles

RESEARCH MERIT AND 

INTEGRITY

The research adheres to recognized 

standards of integrity and conducted 

in a manner that ensures quality and 

transparency.

RESPECT

Participant has the right 

to make their own 

decisions based on their 

beliefs and values

JUSTICE

Ensure that all 

participants are 

treated fairly

BENEFICENCE

Actions guided by 

compassion and 

for the good of the 

participant

NON-MALEFICENCE

Ensure that all participants are 

treated fairly

ETHICAL 

PRINCIPLES*

*Ethical principles by Bunmi Malau-Aduli and 

Faith Alele, used under a CC BY NC 4.0 licence

DECLARATION OF ETHICAL 

PRINCIPLES

1. Nuremberg Code (1947)

2. (WMA) World Medical Association 

Declaration of Helsinki (1964)

3. Belmont Report (1979)

4. Council for International 

Organizations for Medical 

Sciences (CIOMS)

5. Declaration of Taipei (2016)

“Health is a state of complete 

physical, mental and social 

well-being and not merely the 

absence of disease or 

infirmity.”
- World Health Organization

https://jcu.pressbooks.pub/intro-res-methods-health/chapter/6-3-principles-of-research-ethics/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/major-themes/health-and-well-being#:~:text=The%20WHO%20constitution%20states%3A%20%22Health,absence%20of%20disease%20or%20infirmity.%22
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Proclamation No. 1081 
(21 September 1971)

Declaration of the New Society as:

“... a revolution that seeks the 
betterment of the lives of the masses ... 

(so that they) may have every 
opportunity to live the good life, 

including the social order and the 
stability which guarantee the possibility 

of the good life. Equality is the 
fundamental demand of the rebellion of 

the poor: it should be the ideological 
force behind the New Society.
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EDSA People 
Power Revolution
February 22-25, 1986



Historical Notes: National Ethical Guidelines

1984

PCHRD SO 
84-053: 
National 
Ethics 
Committee

1985

National 
Guidelines for 
Biomedical 
Research

1996

National 
Guidelines 
for 
Biomedical/B
ehavioral 
Research

2000

National 
Guidelines for 
Biomedical/B
ehavioral 
Research

2005

PNHRS Ad 
Hoc Com for 
Revision of 
Guidelines

2006

National 
Ethical 
Guidelines 
for Health 
Research

2011

National 
Ethical 
Guidelines 
for Health 
Research

2017

National Ethical 
Guidelines for 
Health & Health-
related Research

2022

National 
Ethical 
Guidelines 
for Res. 
Involving 
Human 
Participants

Vios, 2024



DATA PRIVACY 
ACT OF 2012
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8. ADHERENCE TO THE APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE 
DATA PRIVACY ACT OF 2012

RESEARCHERS MAY INVOKE THE EXEMPTION FOR PROCESSING OF PERSONAL INFORMATION FOR 
RESEARCH PURPOSES, UNDER SECTION 4D OF THE DPA PROVIDED THAT:
● The processing of personal information for research purposes is intended for a public benefit.
● Reasonable and appropriate physical, organizational and technical security measures are used 

to protect the personal data of participants
● Such flexibility for research purposes, including the waiver of consent requirements and the 

limitation of the rights of data subjects, is consistent with legal and ethical standards.



READ 

MORE

R.A. 10532 
Philippine National Health Research 
System (PNHRS) Act of 2013

PHILIPPINE HEALTH RESEARCH 

ETHICS BOARD (PHREB)

DOST Special Order No. 091

- Formulate and update guidelines for the 
ethical conduct of human health research

- Develop guidelines for the establishment and 
management of ethics review committees and 
standardization of research ethics review

- Monitor and evaluate the performance of 
institutional ethics review committees

The new title makes the guidelines more inclusive 

of all types of research involving human 

participants and resolves the issue often raised on 

whether “non-health” research needs to undergo 

ethics review as long as it involves human 

participants.*

*Excerpt from 2022 National Ethical Guidelines for 

Research Involving Human Participants (NEGRIHP)

https://ethics.healthresearch.ph/index.php/2012-04-19-05-03-58#:~:text=The%20Philippine%20National%20Health%20Research,linked%20to%20the%20health%20system
https://ethics.healthresearch.ph/index.php/2012-04-19-05-03-58#:~:text=The%20Philippine%20National%20Health%20Research,linked%20to%20the%20health%20system


NATIONAL ETHICAL GUIDELINES IN THE PHILIPPINES
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2006 - NATIONAL 

ETHICAL 

GUIDELINES FOR 

HEALTH RESEARCH

2011 - NATIONAL 

ETHICAL 

GUIDELINES FOR 

HEALTH RESEARCH

2017 - NATIONAL 

ETHICAL GUIDELINES 

FOR HEALTH AND 

HEALTH-RELATED 

RESEARCH

2022 - NATIONAL 

ETHICAL GUIDELINES 

FOR RESEARCH 

INVOLVING HUMAN 

PARTICIPANTS

*CURRENT AND LATEST EDITION



National Ethical Guidelines For Research Involving 
Human Participants (NEGRIHP) 2022
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2022 - NATIONAL 

ETHICAL GUIDELINES 

FOR RESEARCH 

INVOLVING HUMAN 

PARTICIPANTS

“THE NEW TITLE MAKES THE GUIDELINES 
MORE INCLUSIVE OF ALL TYPES OF 

RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN 
PARTICIPANTS AND RESOLVES THE ISSUE 

OFTEN RAISED ON WHETHER “NON-HEALTH” 
RESEARCH NEEDS TO UNDERGO ETHICS 

REVIEW AS LONG AS IT INVOLVES HUMAN 
PARTICIPANTS.”



SPECIAL 
GUIDELINES
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● SOCIAL RESEARCH
● CLINICAL RESEARCH
● INTERNET RESEARCH
● EPIDEMIOLOGIC RESEARCH
● RESEARCH INVOLVING MINORS OR 

CHILDREN
● RESEARCH INVOLVING OLDER PERSONS
● RESEARCH INVOLVING PEOPLE LIVING WITH 

HIV AND AIDS
● RESEARCH INVOLVING PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITIES
● RESEARCH INVOLVING UNIFORMED 

PERSONNEL
● RESEARCH INVOLVING INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES
● HERBAL RESEARCH 
● RESEARCH IN TRADITIONAL AND 

ALTERNATIVE HEALTH CARE 
● RESEARCH INVOLVING ASSISTED 

REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY 

● RESEARCH IN MENTAL HEALTH 
● RESEARCH ON COSMETICS
● GENETICS AND GENOMIC RESEARCH 
● RESEARCH ON STEM CELL AND CELL-

BASED THERAPY
● RESEARCH USING HUMAN DATA AND 

SAMPLES FROM BIOBANKS, REGISTRIES, 
AND DATABASES 

● RESEARCH ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
● ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH
● RESEARCH DURING DISASTERS, 

CALAMITIES, EPIDEMICS, OR COMPLEX 
EMERGENCIES

● HEALTH POLICY AND SYSTEMS RESEARCH 
● RESEARCH USED IN HEALTH ECONOMICS 

AND OUTCOMES RESEARCH
● INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE 

RESEARCH
● AUTHORSHIP AND PUBLICATION



SPECIAL GUIDELINES

RESEARCH INVOLVING INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES (IPs)

47

NATIONAL COMMISSION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (NCIP)
- the primary government agency that "shall protect and promote the interest and well-being of 

the ICCs/IPs with due regard to their beliefs, customs, traditions, and institutions”

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8371 (“The Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act of 1997)
Research involving IPs/ICCs must comply with standard elements of free and prior informed consent (FPIC),
“the consensus of all members of the ICCs/IPs to be determined in accordance with their respective
customary laws and practices, free from any external manipulation, interference, and coercion, and obtained
after fully disclosing the intent and scope of the activity, in a language and process understandable to the
community” (IPRA Section 3g), including a memorandum of agreement with the community, as needed.

NCIP AO1 & AO3 OF 2012



Memorandum Of Understanding: PHREB, NCIP, NCCA, NM on 
National Research Ethical Guidelines (18 March 2019)

Inter-Agency Committee on Ethics in Research involving Culture and the 
Indigenous Cultural Communities/Indigenous Peoples (ICCs/IPs)

● NCIP is the primary government agency that formulates and implements policies, 
plans, and programs for the recognition, promotion, and protection of the rights and 
well-being of Indigenous Cultural Communities (ICCs) Indigenous Peoples (IPs) 

● NCCA is the overall policy making body, coordinating, and grants-giving agency for 
the preservation, development and promotion of the Philippine arts and culture 

● NMP leads in the study and preservation of the nation’s rich artistic, historical and 
cultural heritage through dissemination of scientific and technical knowledge in a 
more understandable and practical forms conduct of basic research programs 
combining integrated laboratory and fieldwork in anthropology and archeology, 
botany, geology and zoology 

● PHREB is the national policy making body on health research ethics and monitors 
performance of RECs



SPECIAL GUIDELINES: RESEARCH INVOLVING INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (IPs)
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SPECIAL GUIDELINES:

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

TRANSFER OF MATERIALS AND DATA, INCLUDING CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, SHALL BE COVERED
BY A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT AND SHALL COMPLY WITH EXISTING PHILIPPINE LAWS AND
REGULATIONS (E.G., INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CODE [RA 8293], INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S RIGHTS ACT
[RA 8371], DATA PRIVACY ACT [RA 10173]).

THE TECHNICAL REVIEW SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF AN INTERNATIONAL PANEL, BUT
AN ETHICAL REVIEW MUST BE DONE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. THE INVOLVEMENT OF FILIPINO
RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS REQUIRES ETHICAL REVIEW BY A PHREB-ACCREDITED REC.

50



PHREB-ACCREDITED RESEARCH 

ETHICS COMMITTEES

51

https://ethics.healthresearch.ph/index.php/new-accredited-recs
SCAN THE QR CODE!

https://ethics.healthresearch.ph/index.php/new-accredited-recs
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Salamat!

UP DILIMAN RESEARCH ETHICS BOARD

Email: reb.upd@up.edu.ph

mailto:reb.upd@up.edu.ph
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