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Introduction

The climate crisis is a pressing global issue with
negative consequences for the environment and
human society [1].

Pro-environmental behavior (PEB) intended to

mitigate the climate problem is one of the 2030
SDGs' agenda [4].

Among many other issues, ethical or moral values
regarding the environment influence PEB [6-8].

PEB has been discussed from multiple dispersed
perspectives.



Objectives of the Study

e There are limited studies that have
consolidated the ethical discourse on PEB.

 The main objective of this study is to conduct
a systematic literature review to consolidate

the dispersed discourse on the influence of
ethics on PEB.



Methodology

This study employed a systematic literature
review.

This study used the reporting checklist of
Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic
Reviews and Meta-analysis (PRISMA), as

suggested by Page et al. [21].

Scopus and Web of Science (WoS) published
between January 1, 2010 and April 20, 2024

English Language, Open access



Methodology

* (( ethic* OR morality OR moral* OR integrity ) AND ( "pro*environment*
behavio*" OR "environment* friendly behavio*" OR "green behavio*" OR
"ecological behavio*" OR "environment* responsible behavio*" OR
"environment* significant behavio*" OR "environment* sustainable
behavio*" OR "volunteer environment* behavio*" ) ) AND PUBYEAR > 2009
AND PUBYEAR < 2025 AND ( LIMIT-TO ( OA, "all" ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO (
DOCTYPE, "ar" ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO ( LANGUAGE, "English" ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO
( SUBJAREA, "SOCI" ) OR LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA, "PSYC"))

* ((Ethic* OR Morality OR Moral* OR integrity) AND ( "pro*environment*
behavio*" OR "environment* friendly behavio*" OR "green behavio*" OR
"ecological behavio*" OR "environment* responsible behavio*" OR
"environment* significant behavio*" OR "environment* sustainable
behavio*" OR "volunteer environment* behavio*" )) and Open Access
and Article (Document Types) and English (Languages) and Psychology
or Social Sciences Other Topics (Research Areas) 2010-1-1 till 2024-04-20.
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Figure 1
PRISMA Flowchart
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Results and Findings

Majors
Subject

Subtopic

Description

Related
articles in
this
review

Morality

Moral norms

Moral norms provide the societal framework that guides
individuals to distinguish between what 1s wrong and what is
right and act appropriately, as accepted by society [22].

[23-44]

Moral licensing
and cleansing
effect

When past actions influence individual behavior, this results in
present moral decision-making having either a either a moral
licensing or a moral cleansing effect [45]. According to the
authors, a moral cleansing effect (positive moral behavior), and
good actions in the past led to a moral licensing effect (negative
moral behavior). Likewise, intimating others' environment-
friendly behavior in the past can lead to a moral licensing effect,
and intimating others' environment-unfriendly behavior in the
past leads to a moral cleansing effect [46]. The authors [44]
explain this ‘moral paradox’. People are influenced by the
environmental behavior of therr close associates in the opposite
way. If their close associates have behaved in environmentally
friendly ways in the past, their behavior will be negative
towards the environment, and vice versa.

[@7-51]

Moral
disengagement

‘Moral disengagement” refers to separating oneself from moral
values and acting unethically without experiencing any guilt or
shame for such an act [52]. Such acts negatively influence green
behavior.

[53.34]

Ethics

Ethical
leadership

‘Ethical leadership® refers to leaders that uphold positive
relationships  with peers, model normatively acceptable
behavior. and encourage it [53]. They motivate employees to
behave positively towards their environment [36].

[37-68]

Prosocial
behavior
‘benefitting
others

Altruistic
behavior

An individual selfless act focused on benefitting others without
expecting a retum is kmown as ‘alfuistic behavior® [17].

Altruistic behavior leads to ethical practices [78].

[79.30]

The future orientation or positive thinking aiming to save the
environment for the fufre gemeration 15 lkmown as
“generativiny’. Generativiny helps explain the future onentation
of an individual [81]. The present gemeration is obliged to
sustain the natural resources and environment for future
generations. This moral obligation is also lmown as
‘ganerativin’ [82]. A person’s ethical duty s to provide a
warranty of a green futwe by reducing the use and
manufacturing of the products and services harming the
environment [83]. People with high generativity participate in
the development and protection of the environment and are
concerned about the well-being of future generations [84].

(83

Animal welfare

“Animal welfare’ 15 an ethical issue that suggests minimizing the
harm and suffering of animals occurring during the production
process [86].

[87]

Environmental
ethics

‘Environmenial ethics™ refers to the behavior of individuals that
reflect positive behaviors toward the environment and toward
protecting 1t [69]. To be environmentally ethical, one must
behave positively  towards the environment or be
environmentally friendly or responsible [70].

[71-74]

Corporate social responsibility

(CSR)

‘CSR’ refers to the business orgamization's ethical,
environmental, legal, and social responsibility, along with their
profit-making responsibility [88]. One of the aspects of CSR is 2
moral duty fowards the environment It balances the
organization’s social, environmental, and economic aspects [88].

[89.00]

Ethical literacy

‘Ethical literacy’ refers to the kmowledge of being ethical and
accountable [75].

[76]




Discussions

Moral Norm [99,100]

Ethical Leadership [13,14]
Altruistic Behavior [107,108]
CSR [109, 16]

Limitations

* Only two databases

* Two areas (social and psychology)
* Time bound

* Limited keyword



Conclusions

The climate crisis has negative consequences for the
environment and for society.

PEB mitigates the consequences of the climate crisis.
One of the factors determining PEB is ethical values.

1) morality (moral norms; moral licensing and
cleansing effects; moral disengagement), 2) ethics
(ethical leadership; environmental ethics; ethical
literacy), 3) prosocial behavior/benefitting others
(altruistic behavior; generativity; animal welfare), and
4) corporate social responsibility

Findings helpful for business organizations, educational
institutions, individuals, and future researchers.
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