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- Joseph Conrad  (1857-1924)
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Introduction

• Behavior by a researcher, that falls short of good ethical and 
scientific standards.1 

• Unacceptable behavior in proposing, performing, or reporting 
research.2

1. Joint meeting of BMJ and the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)  
2. US FDA
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Why does this Happen?

•Poor supervision

•Too much work and academic pressure

• “Publish or perish” culture

• Incentives for enrolling , financial gain
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To err is human, 
to forgive divine

To err is human, but to 
persist in error (out of 
pride) is diabolical
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Who Commits it?

Gawylewski. The scientist, 2009



Types
(In descending order of seriousness)

• Fabrication 

• Falsification 

• Plagiarism

• Research without prior IRB approval

• Selective reporting

• Conducting research without informed consent

• P- hacking

• Gift/Ghost authorship

Evans S. How serious is it? Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. Joint consensus 
conference on  misconduct in biomedical research, 2000

Three cardinal sins of research
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Gawylewski. The scientist, 2009
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Fabrication

•Outright ‘manufacture’ of data. 

• “Drylabbing” 
• Reporting experiments that were never conducted. 

• Consequences
• Blacklisted from the profession 
• Reputable research organizations and universities refuse to hire
• Funding sources refuse to sponsor their work
• Journals refuse to publish their work
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Dr. Hwang Woo-suk, 2006,South Korea

• ‘Pioneer’ in stem cell research

• Fabricated data on stem cell 
research

• Article from nature retracted

• Embezzled money from 
government

• Coerced lab members for egg 
donation
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Haruko Obokata, Japan, 2014
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STAP Cells
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Falsification
•Willful manipulation of data or image to 

obtain the desired the results
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Dermatologist - William T. Summerlin (1974)

• Research Model
• Involved transplantation of skin from black mice (with black 

melanocyte pigment cells) to white mice (without melanocytes). 
Over time, the melanocytes would naturally tend to migrate out of 
the transplanted tissue to produce a grayish patch rather than a 
distinctly black patch 

• Falsification
• Faked the results of skin transplants on mice with a black pen

“Painting the mice" has become a synonym for 

research fraud!

Sloan-Kettering Institute, NY
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Plagiarism

• Copying of other’s ideas, data or words without proper 
acknowledgement.

• Sufficient enough to mislead the ordinary reader regarding the 
contributions of the author.

•  Direct Plagiarism

• Word for word copying of other’s work without acknowledgement. 

• Mosaic Plagiarism

• Writer reuses a mix of word, phrases, and ideas from unacknowledged source.

• Self Plagiarism

• “Salami-slicing.”

18



19



20



Tribhuvan University

PhD    10%
MPhil    15%
Masters   20%
Small research grants  15%
Other research  10%
Research manuscript  15% 
or as decided by the concerned organizations, 
publishers or editors



Gift/ /Ghost Authorship

•Ghost author

•A professional writer whose contribution to 
produce a paper is excluded in the final 
publication.

•Guest/gift author

•Author without much contribution
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Predatory Publishing/Journals
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•Scholars are tricked into publishing with them.

•Pseudo journals

•Hallmarks
• No peer review
• Very short publication time
• Charge for publication
• Email advertisement
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How to Discourage Misconduct
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• Generate awareness among young researchers
• Use of  anti-plagiarism software
• No submission, no citation from predatory journals



Conclusion
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THANK YOU
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