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Outline

Background on TDR’s 
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Overall strategic RCS priorities 2024-2025

IR Toolkit module:

Climate change’s impact on 
infectious diseases

IR MOOC modules:

IR cases: Chagas disease in Ecuador; 

Trachoma in Ethiopia; Visceral 

leishmaniasis in Nepal

IR AI based app development:     
schistosomiasis vector; skin NTDs

MOOC modules: 

IR ethics in epidemics

IR case: Rapid scale-up of 
COVID-19 vaccination

IR MOOC module:

IR case: Resistance / AMR in 
WPR

Developing IR leadership: comprehensive, strategic programmes (RTCs; PostGrad; Courses; Op research; Mentoring for leadership)

Democratizing research: with RTCs, institutionalizing use of IR among health professionals and implementers using accessible tools

Postgraduate training: to equip researchers and implementers with knowledge and skills to approach four global health challenges from 
One Health perspective

01 04

02 03

Infectious 
Diseases of 

Poverty

IR toolkit and MOOC: new One Health modules in English and French



SIHI NETWORK HUB EXPANSION

SIHI hubs

SIHI Secretariat 

13 SIHI hubs, supported by 
the SIHI Secretariat based in 
the Philippines.

Instituto de Enfermedades
Infecciosas y Parasitologia

Antonio Vidal

Centro Internacional de
Entrenamiento e Investigaciones

Medicas (CIDEIM)

Uppsala University

Nnamdi Azikiwe
University Awka Nigeria

University of Ghana

College of Medicine and Health
University of Rwanda

School of Public Health
Makerere University

Kamuzu University
Of Health Sciences

Bertha Centre of Social
Innovation and Entrepreneurship
University of Cape Town

Center for Tropical Medicine
Universitas Gadjah Mada

DERBI Foundation

College of Medicine
University of the
Philippines Manila

Social Entrepreneurship
to Spur Health (SESH)

SIHI SECRETARIAT



Seven Regional Training Centres across six WHO regions
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TDR’S resources on ethics in 

implementation research

 e in ite  o  to  oin  s  o  the  i ot  h se o  o   online 

co  se on ethics in implementation  esea ch   his 

int o  cto   co  se is  esigne  to e  ip  esea che s an  

health p og am implemente s  ith p actical  no le ge on 

na igating ethical challenges in  eal  o l  settings  

pa tic la l  in lo  an  mi  le income co nt ies      oining 

the pilot   o   ill e plo e co e concepts s ch as in o me  

consent  comm nit  engagement   ata p i ac   an  the 

ethical o ligation to  isseminate  n ings an  s stain 

s ccess  l inte  entions 

 o    ee   c  is cruci  in shaping the  nal  e sion o  this 

co  se   s a pilot pa ticipant   o   ill ha e the  ni  e 

oppo t nit  to in  ence co  se content an   eli e    

ens  ing it meets the nee s o  p o essionals li e  o    e 

 al e  o   insights an  loo   o  a   to  o   cont i  tion in 

 e ning this co  se to ma e it e en mo e  ele ant an  

engaging  o    t  e lea ne s 

This is  n intro uctor  course an   e nee  pilot 

pa ticipants  ith p io  e pe ience in ethics an  health 
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Clinical Research Leadership fellowship: a new 
programme in response to the external evaluation

re-integration 
plan +

research project

customized 
leadership 
programme

Flexible 
Placement
60 fellows 

Gender 
responsiveness
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In 2023:

20 fellows selected
from institutions in 14 
African, two Asian and 
one LatAm country.
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Background on creation of FERCAP 

The Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) has 
a longstanding history in the creation and development of research networks, 
some past examples:

• The Multilateral Initiative on Malaria (MIM)

• The Regional Network on Asian Schistosomiasis and other Helminth Zoonoses 
(RNAS+)

• The Asian Collaborative Training Network for Malaria (ACTMalaria)

A clear gap in the capacity of ethics review committees was identified across all 
TDR-supported networks.
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Background on creation of FERCAP

• TDR supported the establishment of 
regional networks to build local capacity 
in research ethics in 2008.

• The most successful network is FERCAP, 
which managed to grow through collaborations 
between countries in Asia. 
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Early days of FERCAP 
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Pathway for developing an effective and sustainable health research network
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Way forward

• The survey of ERCs in Asia and Africa post-pandemic identified areas that need 
strengthening, particularly engaging with communities, and supporting the 
la pe son’s  ole  

• The role of AI in research (decentralized clinical trial) and how ERCs address 
this aspect: TDR plans to work with SIDCER and with WHO ERCs to identify 
good practices in this area.
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